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        What is New in March?
     We are definitely trending up over the last few
   weeks on the 30 Day Average I run each
   Monday.  In last months newsletter we
   showed that on February 21st the 30 Day
   Average for sold prices was $642,203 which
was $22,852 over asking price and homes were on the 
market 16 days on average.  Since then, we are at $31,874 
over asking price on average and a sold price of $677,556 
on average with an average of 13 days on the market.  If 
this trend continues it could be a crazy spring/summer in 
the Denver Metro Area.  
We often get asked about those companies that advertise 
that they buy homes for cash no matter the condition and 
promise a quick sale and what we think of them.  So I 
have done a little research on these companies and their 
purchases vs. what they end up selling those same homes 
for on the MLS.  So here are a few examples:  
! A condo purchased by a fix and flip company for 
$184,000; less than 2 months later that company sold it for 
$239,000.  A profit of $55,000 - minus what they spent on 
updates.
! Another condo purchased by a fix and flip company for 
$150,222; less than 4 months later that company sold it for 
$232,500.  A profit of $82,278 - minus what they spent on 
updates.
! A single family home purchased by a fix and flip 
company for $515,000; less than 4 months later that 
company sold it for $1,400,000.  A profit of $885,000 - 
minus what they spent on updates.
! Another single family home purchased by a fix and flip 
company for $518,500; less than 4 months later that 
company sold it for $820,000.  A profit of $301,000 - minus 
what they spent on updates.
These companies make a fortune off of sellers who just 
want to sell a home without putting the home on the MLS 
and have buyers going through their homes.  Currently a 
home is on the market 13 days on Average in the Denver 
Metro Area and a typical closing is 30 days.  So for the 
inconvenience of 43 days between showings, home 
inspectors, and appraisers are you willing to give up 
$55,000? (as in the first example).  Yes they did do a few 
things like new carpet, paint, and appliances which 
probably added up to about $6500.  Which means the 
original seller gave up about $48,500. (continued on page 2)

     Guinness Shepherd’s Pie

      For Two

(Don’t want Corned Beef and Cabbage for St. Patrick’s 
Day. Try this Irish Recipe.)

Ingredients:
1 pound Russet potatoes, peeled and cubed
1 tsp vegetable oil
1/2 pound (8 oz) ground beef or ground lamb
1/2 cup chopped white or yellow onion
1 garlic clove, minced
1 8oz canned tomato sauce
1/2 cup beef broth or stock
1/2 cup stout beer, such as Guinness
2 cups frozen vegetable medley (carrots, peas, corn, 
green beans)
1 tbsp Worcestershire sauce
1 tbsp fresh thyme or 1 tsp dried thyme
1/4 cup unsalted butter, softened
1/4 cup whole milk
3/4 shredded cheddar cheese
salt to taste

Directions:
1.  Preheat oven to 350°F. Have two 12 or 14 oz ramekins, one 

6x2 inch round cake pan, or one 1 quart casserole dish ready.

2.  Add potatoes to a large pot with a handful of salt.  Bring to 

boil.  Let this heat up while you cook the meat filling.

3.  Heat the oil in large skillet until hot. Once hot, add the meat, 

onion, and a big pinch of salt.  Cook until the beef is browned, 

about 5-8 minutes.  Add the garlic and cook 1 minute. Drain off 

the grease.  Add the tomato sauce, stock, beer, vegetables, 

Worcestershire sauce, and thyme.  Bring to a boil.  Turn the 

head down to simmer and cook until the liquid has reduced by 

half and thickened, stirring occasionally, about 10-15 minutes. 

4. Once potatoes are done, drain them and mash the potatoes.  

Add butter, milk, 1/2 cup cheese, and 1/2 tsp salt.  

5.  Add the meat to the dish/pan you’re using and top with 

mashed potatoes then top with remaining cheese.  Bake for 30 

to 45 minutes or until golden brown and bubbly.

Total Time: 90 Min,  Prep: 30 Min, Cook: 60 Min, Yield:             

2 Servings
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Continued from Page 1.  These companies along with discount 
brokers come around when the markets are hot seller 
markets and as the markets cool and move closer to 
neutral markets or move into buyer’s market these 
companies disappear once again.  Which shows that both 
the fix and flip companies and the discount brokers only 
make money off the sellers when the market is hot enough 
for sellers to be taken advantage of.
We also get asked a lot about where our business comes 
from.  Most of our business comes from people like 
yourselves (those getting this newsletter) who need to buy 
or sell a home. Additionally from your referrals; people 
who you know that need to buy or sell a home and you 
refer them to us to help them.  We are always happy to 
help anyone you refer and make sure to keep you posted of 
our progress.  So thank you all for supporting our 
business.  Another common question is what areas do we 
work in?  We work through out the entire 7 county metro 
area.  We don’t really do much in the mountains nor south 
of Castle Rock; we have helped a few clients north of the 
metro area, so Windsor, Fort Collins, or Greeley are not 
out of the possibilities.  And we have gone out east of the 
metro area also and helped people both buy and sell.  
As always if you have any questions, please feel free to 
reach out to either Jeffrey or Wade.  

   The Surprising History of 
  St. Patrick's Day and Why
      We Celebrate It Today
 It's almost time to break out your green and gold shirts 
because St. Patrick's Day 2022 is right around the corner. Most 
revelers know about the fun parades and bubbly St. Patrick's 
Day drinks. But St. Patrick's Day history? That's a whole other 
story. For instance, did you know that the patron saint of Ireland 
wasn't actually Irish? Or that the way St. Patrick's Day is 
celebrated today is actually more a product of Irish immigration 
to the U.S.? There's so much to thank our Irish ancestors for, 
including delicious traditional Irish dishes for March 17. If 
you're looking to feel a little bit more Irish this year, go ahead 
and read some Irish blessings after learning about the history of 
this popular holiday. You might even watch a few Irish movies 
while you're at it—some of which will give you serious 
wanderlust to visit the Emerald Isle! Brush up on your history 
by reading all about the actual reason behind St. Patrick's Day, 
Saint Patrick himself, and why we associate the color green with 
the day.
What's the history behind St. Patrick's Day?
You're probably not surprised to learn that St. Patrick's Day 
hasn't always been a raucous affair, celebrated with huge 
parades and green beer. As the feast day of Saint Patrick, it was 
and still is a holy day in Christianity. The day was first 
established in 1631 as a modest religious holiday, and honoring 
Ireland's patron saint. Because it fell right in the middle of Lent, 
people began using it as a reason to celebrate and take a break 
from the restraints and abstinence of the period leading up to 
Easter. However, it didn't actually become a public holiday in 
Ireland until 1904! The St. Patrick's Day celebrations we 
recognize today are actually a product of Irish immigrants in 
America. Parades sprung up in major U.S. cities in the 1700s, 
including Boston and New York City. As Irish populations grew 
in America, so did St. Patrick's Day festivities. During the 1900s, 
Americans on March 17 were wearing green clothes, eating 
corned beef and cabbage (despite it not being a popular dish in 
Ireland!), and attending massive parades across the country.
Who was St. Patrick?
Saint Patrick is the patron saint of Ireland, known for bringing 
Christianity to the country. He lived in the fifth century and was 
actually born in Roman Britain—not Ireland! When he was 16, 
he was captured by Irish raiders and was sent as a slave to 
present-day Northern Ireland where he became a shepherd, 
writes the BBC. He grew close to his Christian faith during these 
difficult years and then went on and spread Christianity to the 
Irish through baptism and confirmation. Hundreds of years 
after his death, several legends became popularized about this 
religious figure. One of these includes the famous story of St. 
Patrick driving the snakes from Ireland. But the explanation for 
there being no snakes in Ireland is simply that there's never 
been snakes in Ireland!
Why do we wear green on St. Patrick's Day?
Ireland wasn't always associated with the color green. Even 
though its lush hills would suggest otherwise, the Emerald Isle 
was actually once aligned with the color blue instead. When 
Henry the VIII claimed himself to be king of Ireland in the 1500s, 
his flag was blue, meaning that Ireland was also associated with 
the color. However, green was later used as the color of the flag in 
the Great Irish Rebellion of 1641 when the Irish fought against 
the English. Over the years, green became a national symbol of 
pride for Ireland. Wearing green clothes became common in the 
U.S. at St. Patrick's Day parades and celebrations in the 1800s. 
It was a symbol that Irish-Americans used to honor their 
heritage and seems to have stuck all these years later.
by Erin Cavoto, The Pioneer Woman Jan 10,2022 

         Make $71,250 Per Year
 Are you looking for something different
 or know someone who has thought of 
becoming a Real Estate Agent?  We would love to 
speak with you or your friend about joining Home 
Gnome Realty.  One nationwide Real Estate Firm 
estimates that the average agent helps sell or buy 
between 4-5 homes per year.  Another source 
estimates 10 homes per year.  So if you or your friend 
did 5 transactions at the average price per home 
amount of $625,000 then you or your friend could 
make around  in a year with Home Gnome $71,250
Realty as your brokerage.  And at 10 transactions 
you could take home around .  Ready to $150,000
make  that change, call  Wade  or  Jeffrey.

We     Referrals!!!
If you know someone who needs to sell their 

home or if you know of someone looking to buy 
a home, please let us know and give them our 

number!
303-775-7466

   Looking For:
  We are looking for your referrals for various  
  services folks you have used for repairs around 
your home, like Plumbers, Heating and A/C folks, 
Gardeners,  Painters, etc.  We are building on our list of 
service folks we can refer to others who might need their 
services.  Please email Wade with their contact and your 
experience with them.  Thanks, Wade and Jeffrey



Sampling of Data From The Multiple Listing Service For Single Family Homes Which Closed On 02/08/2022.
If you would like more information on one of the homes listed about, please email us or call us with
 the home information and we would be happy to send you the full  MLS data sheet for that home.
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Quick Glance At Home Prices In The Denver Metro Area
City Baths Beds SF Above SF Total Garage Style Yr Blt Lot SF DOM Sold Price .

Littleton 5 5 4862 6510 4 Two 1978 42,689   118 2,000,000$        

Denver 4 4 2918 4307 2 Two 2021 5,227     28 1,599,000$        

Denver 3 4 1792 2688 0 Two 1906 3,120     5 1,325,000$        

Highlands Ranch 5 4 3215 4831 3 Two 2003 7,231     3 1,132,354$        

Indian Hills 5 5 2641 4341 2 Two 2008 87,120   52 1,120,000$        

Broomfield 5 4 2910 4407 3 Two 2015 7,405     5 1,110,000$        

Littleton 4 5 2598 4071 2 Two 1982 11,761   4 1,050,000$        

Lone Tree 5 4 3052 4351 2 Two 2005 4,356     23 962,500$           

Englewood 4 4 2358 3344 2 Two 1975 11,326   4 876,000$           

Denver 3 6 1227 2454 2 One 1963 9,583     11 827,000$           

Denver 2 3 1226 2371 2 One 1923 6,250     2 775,000$           

Parker 4 5 2340 3620 2 Two 1987 11,761   4 727,400$           

Arvada 3 5 2411 3599 3 Multi/Split 1967 8,134     2 727,000$           

Parker 3 5 3010 3010 2 Two 1976 29,621   38 718,000$           

Thornton 3 4 2467 3282 3 Two 1993 8,331     21 685,000$           

Highlands Ranch 3 3 1882 2871 2 Two 1993 6,578     4 675,000$           

Lakewood 3 4 1822 2522 2 Two 1955 12,162   4 672,500$           

Littleton 3 5 1174 2348 3 One 1959 11,800   2 650,000$           

Centennial 3 3 1908 2688 2 Two 1968 15,290   27 649,900$           

Castle Rock 3 4 2085 2924 2 Two 2002 13,896   41 609,900$           

Lafayette 2 5 1304 2242 2 One 1956 6,980     4 605,000$           

Parker 3 3 1724 2348 2 Two 1987 5,619     3 605,000$           

Parker 4 4 1412 2063 2 Two 1998 6,186     5 603,000$           

Denver 2 3 1255 1255 2 One 1953 6,250     78 590,000$           

Lakewood 3 4 2187 2902 2 Tri-Level 1971 9,265     1 586,500$           

Lakewood 2 3 1834 1834 2 One 1955 9,148     1 584,000$           

Aurora 4 3 1445 2165 2 Two 2009 6,089     5 569,900$           

Denver 2 3 1090 1090 2 One 1955 6,270     4 568,100$           

Aurora 3 3 2161 2161 2 One 2000 21,780   5 561,000$           

Aurora 3 4 2052 2852 2 Two 1973 9,496     13 555,000$           

Aurora 2 3 1522 3044 2 One 2005 6,098     44 555,000$           

Aurora 3 3 1806 2436 3 Tri-Level 1996 7,841     4 550,000$           

Aurora 3 3 2145 2145 2 Two 2022 4,950     11 544,871$           

Aurora 3 3 1368 2062 2 Two 1998 6,011     3 532,000$           

Lakewood 2 2 1038 1647 1 One 1950 13,765   3 530,000$           

Aurora 3 4 1846 2466 2 Tri-Level 1978 7,100     3 520,000$           

Denver 3 5 1288 2576 1 One 1967 9,915     4 500,000$           

Littleton 2 5 1154 2267 0 One 1980 7,500     61 492,000$           

Aurora 2 2 1179 1179 1 Two 1983 4,530     3 475,000$           

Northglenn 2 3 1834 1834 1 Bi-Level 1964 7,200     4 465,000$           

Bennett 3 4 2243 2243 2 Two 2018 4,792     5 462,000$           

Aurora 2 3 819 1638 1 One 1950 6,621     5 460,000$           

Lakewood 1 3 1007 1007 1 One 1939 5,793     4 457,000$           

Thornton 2 3 1176 1176 0 One 1955 7,841     4 433,000$           

Englewood 1 2 910 910 2 One 1954 12,600   21 326,000$           
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Current Mortgage Rates
 On Thursday, March 10th, 2022, the average APR on a
  30-year fixed-rate mortgage remained at 4.094%. The 
average APR on a 15-year fixed-rate mortgage rose 2 basis points 
to 3.306% and the average APR for a 5/1 adjustable-rate mortgage 
(ARM) remained at 3.127%, according to rates provided to 
NerdWallet by Zillow. The 30-year fixed-rate mortgage is 7 basis 
points higher than one week ago and 104 basis points higher than 
one year ago.

Product   Interest rate APR
30-year fixed rate   4.008%  4.094%
15-year fixed rate   3.153%  3.306%
5/1 ARM rate   3.399%  3.127%
www.nerdwallet.com, 03/10/22

What Our Former Clients Are Saying:

Home Gnome Realty was very professional and 
thorough.  When selling our home they walked us 
through every step of the process. They were up front 
and honest about all fees and costs. They made every 
effort to ensure we received the best sale price for our 
home.  In short they made this overwhelming 
experience pleasant and painless.  Home Gnome 
Realty is unique because they truly care about each 
client.  Jeff and Wade did an outstanding job helping 
us sell our home in Aurora. Femida & AJ
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